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Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural History. 
The subscription rates are: Single $30; Family $35; Concession: Single $25; Family $30. Whirrakee 
subscription only is $30. 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, Golden Square. Meetings 
start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Members of the 
Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following members: 
D Collier; M Lewis; K Lottkowitz; S Pelczinski; J Shield; M Stone. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence at 10am (usually on a Sunday); 
half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either on a Saturday or Sunday. Full- 
day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General Meeting. 
Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday 
periods. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. : 

President: Anne Bridley 

Secretary: Jane Cleary 


Mammal Study Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Building. 

Chairman: John Guley, 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun (5449 3479) 

Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (5443 4063) 

Equipment Officer: Maurie Lewis 

Vice Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (5439 5710) 


a 
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Painted Lady Butterflies belong to a world-wide genus Vanessa, and until 1940 were considered to be 
a member of a world-wide species. They are small orange butterflies with black "veins" in the wings. 
At the corners of the front wings the markings are conspicuously black-and-white......continued on 
page 12 
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Editors’ Note 
Some of you may have noticed that we still have not published the annual report . It was still in the 
mail as this edition was being completed and it will therefore definitely appear in the next Whirrakee. 


We would like to wish all members a very happy and peaceful Christmas break. Do consider coming 
to the December meeting. It is usually a very pleasant evening (note the earlier starting time). 


If you have not renewed your membership fees, please pay promptly. Last month you received a 
pretty pink reminder —if you are still not financial by the end of January your name will be removed 
from the mailing list before the next Whirrakee is posted. 


Terricks National Park and “Fabian’s 
Paddock” — October Excursion Report 
Author: John Lindner 


About 20 members participated in this 
excursion,and were joined at about midday by a 
large contingent from the Lockington Landcare 
Group, one of whom is a member of the Club. 
A large joint excursion like this is unusual and 
stimulating. 


We travelled first to Mitiamo and then a little 
further on to the Terricks National Park (last 
year it was only a State Park), where we 
wandered around Mount Terrick Terrick and the 
cemetery. We then headed north-east to the 
open plains country, to the recently acquired 
1200 hectare block called Fabian’s Paddock, 
which will very soon be added to the National 
Park. This large area has only been lightly 
grazed and most of it never ploughed, so that it 
supports a large variety of plants adapted to the 
dry, exposed conditions. Gilgais, shallow 
depressions which fill with water, are also 
present, and although they seem to support more 
weeds, there are also different plants around 
their margins. We also stopped at another 
paddock near the homestead of the owner: this 
area has had ore disturbance but nevertheless 
contained a few surprises. 


Shirley Diez (Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment), who had addressed the Club 
meeting on the previous Wednesday, and Tim 
Barlow (Grassy Ecosystem Project Officer, 
Victorian National Parks Association) talked to 
the group at various times during the day. 


The world of Fabian’s paddock is a miniature 
one, sO you must spend a time down on your 
hands and knees if you really want to appreciate 
the subtlety and variety of plants that exist there. 
Most are under 30 cm in height, and there are 
plenty well under that. As Shirley indicated, 
there is quite a lot of bare ground, but this 
supports a variety of lichens, some appearing 
crustose (incorporated in the soil itself) and 


some appearing foliose (flattened, leaf-like organ 
on the soil surface). The seed of some plants 
had already been shed and was easily seen on 
these bare areas, for example, the fluffy seeds of 
daisies and the black seeds of salt-bushes. 


Shirley also referred to the changes that occur on 
an annual basis. In 1997, bluebells were 
abundant, but this year they did not appear in 
such numbers. On our excursion in 1997, at — 
around mid-October, we saw a yellow carpet of 
Annual Buttons (Leptorhynchos scabrus), but it 
was not nearly as evident this year. Insects are 
important denizens of the grasslands, and they 
change in abundance and species mix too: 
Shirley mentioned one occasion when click 
beetles were present in large numbers at night 
during a spotlighting tour to see Plains 
Wanderers which inhabit the paddock. 


The most notable plants were daisies, grasses, 
peas and saltbushes. 


Daisies 

Burr-daisy 
Common Everlasting 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum 
Hedypnois rhagodioloides 
Helipterum australe 
Leptorhynchos scabrus 
- Leptorhynchos squamatus 
Leptorhynchos tetrachaetus 
Leptorhynchos tenuifolius 
Rhodanthe corymbiflora 
Vittadinia cuneata 


Calotis scabiosifolia 


*Cretan Weed 
Common Sunray 
Annual Buttons 
Scaly Buttons 
Beauty Buttons 
Wiry Buttons 
Paper Daisy 

New Holland Daisy 


Grasses 

Small-flowered Wallaby-grass Danthonia setacea 
Brown-backed Wallaby-grass D, duttoniana 
Windmill Grass Enteropogon acicularis 
Rigid Panic Homopholis proluta 
Rough Spear-grass Stipa scabra 


Peas 

Broughton Pea 
Variable Swainson-pea 
Slender Darling-pea 


Swainsona procumbens 
Swainsona behriana 
Swainsona murrayana 


Saltbushes 


Bottle Bluebush Maireana excavata 
Dwarf Bluebush Maireana humillima 
Others 

Common Woodruff Asperula conferta 
Blushing Bindweed = Convolvulus erubescens 
Grassy Bindweed Convolvulus remotus 
Rosinweed Cressa cretica 
Woolly Mantle Eriochlamys behrii 
Slender Goodenia Goodenia gracilis 
Spiny Lignum Muehlenbeckia horrida 
Hairy Tails Ptilotus acicularis 
Slender Dock Rumex brownii 
Variable Sida Sida corrugata 


Grey Germander Teucrium racemosum 


*introduced 


Note: Since I do not have access to an 
authoritative plant list from the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environment, there are 
sure to be errors in and omissions from the list. 


News from the Bendigo National Park 

Group - bringing you up to date 

Author: Rod Orr, Chairman, Bendigo 
National Park Group 


After our launch on Monday October 12, we 
have been interested to see some of the 
anticipated reactions from the expected quarters. 
We have chosen to respond by preparing 2 
Media Releases and discussing these with both 
local print reporters and local TV presenters who 


have then publicised our responses to some . 


extent. We have avoided any involvement in 
personalised clashes with aggrieved individuals 
or narrowly focussed interest groups, preferring 
to restate our positive case for improving the 
status and conservation of the Box-Ironbark 
forests surrounding Bendigo. 


The launch was well received and very well 
attended - many who attended the launch also 
became members of the Bendigo National Park 
Group and are involved with organising some of. 
our activities. Although we may appear to have 
retired from the scene since the launch, a great 
deal of work has been continuing away from 
Bendigo's ‘glare of publicity’. 


Another media release is planned for the very 
near future—this will concentrate on commonly 
asked questions concerning the establishing of a 
National Park and will give some answers to 
these questions. 


We have also contacted Councillors and State 
and Federal Politicians and have arranged 
meetings with at least some of Bendigo's 
political representatives at this stage—we are 
confident that other meetings will be arranged 
successfully, so that we are able to discuss the 
benefits of a National Park for Bendigo with 
other influential community members. 


An activity night has been organised for 
members on December 2nd—invitations have 
been prepared and are now being sent out for 
this Members' Night. 


The Victoria National Parks Association 
continues to give us whatever support we need 
and is also assisting other groups elsewhere in 
the Box-Ironbark Study Area to begin their own 
campaigns for improved protection of their 
forests. We expect that many interesting and 
positive campaigns will develop during 1999 as 
we approach the Environment Conservation 
Council's deadline for reporting on how our 
remnant Box-Ironbark forests must be managed 
so that their environmental quality is not 
degraded—this, after all, is the State 
Government's clear promise in their publication, 
"Victoria's Biodiversity — Sustaining Our Living 
Wealth’. 
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Bird Observations, September — November 1998 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike, Kangaroo Gully Creek, 24/10/98 
Speckled Warbler, Kangaroo Gully Road, 2/11/98 

Owlet Nightjar (1 immature), Kangaroo Gully Road, 4/11/98 
Speckled Warbler, Junortoun, 7/11/98 

Sacred Kingfisher, Strathfieldsaye, 6/11/98 


Breeding records at Mandurang: 

White-winged Chough — sitting on nest 

Australian Magpie — sitting on nest 

Eurasian Coot — nested in Cumbungi 

Purple Swamphen — nested in Cumbungi 

Superb Fairy-wren — nesting in shrubs 

White-throated Treecreeper — nesting in box 

Eastern Rosella — 4 pairs nesting in boxes 

Wood Duck — nesting in box 

Striated Pardalote — 4 pairs nesting in boxes and 1 pair in house roof 


Bird Atlas Outings 

Improve your bird identification skills and contribute to the new Atlas of Australian Birds. 
These outings will be held on the first Sunday of the month. 

Contact Anne Bridley, ph. 54493479. 


December 6:Bendigo Sewage Farm. Meet 9.30am corner Wallenjoe and Eaglehawk Epsom 
Roads. 

January 3: Englishes Bridge, Campaspe River. Details to be arranged, please ring Anne. 
February 6: Foxes Bend Dam, Whipstick State Park 

March 6: Nerring Whipstick, Myers Flat. 


Birds of Prey and One Other 
Author: Tom Patullo 


“A Bird of Prey”. My interpretation of the term 
would be a bird who took other live creatures as 
their prey. That brings us to the largest of our 
Australian birds of prey, the Wedgetail Eagle. 
There are many who claim that Eagles take live 
lambs. That, of course, would class them in my 
book as birds of prey. Then again there are 
many who claim that Eagles live only on carrion. 
I have seen on two occasions Eagles feeding and 
on both instances they were feeding on carrion. 
The carrion on both occasions were dead 
kangaroos. 

On one occasion, on a road between Axedale 
and Elmore, the kangaroo was a road casualty. 
The other occasion was in the Mallee on an 
excursion with the Mid-Murray Field 
Naturalists—the kangaroo had become a victim 
of a barbed wire fence, its hind legs entangled in 
the top strand. I have seen a number of 
instances in which kangaroos had become 
victims of barbed wire. In this case the animal 
had been dead for some time, while in both 
cases there were Wedgetail Eagles feeding on the 
carrion along with a number of crows. I guess 
this puts me among the believers who think 
eagles live on carrion. 

However, entirely or not, I cannot say, but I 
noticed on both occasions the difficulty the Eagle 
had in getting clear of the ground, in taking off 
from ground level, but when one thinks about it, 
it would be only natural to expect it would be so, 
considering the length of wing span. The first 
few shakes of their wings did little more than 
sweep the ground. They appeared quite clumsy 
at first until they gained airspace under their 
wings, then they quickly disappeared into the 
blue. However, I guess they would soon return 
after the car had moved on. 

Let me deviate from birds of prey for a while to 
speak of the “One Other” that I include in my 
heading. This is one other in that it is not a bird 
of prey. I speak of the Swift. It gains a mention 
in this article by virtue of the difficulty it has in 
lifting itself from the ground into flight, just as 
the Eagle has, only much worse, in that it is 


impossible for it to gain flight from the ground, 
or so it was with the experience I had. 

For some reason or other, this Swift was on the 
ground. Perhaps it had collided with a 
powerline; however, there it was, on the 
ground, quite futilely struggling to flap its wings 
and gain flight. I stood watching for a while 
until I realised what it was, and the trouble it 
was in due to its excessively long wings in 
proportion to the rest of its body and short legs. 
I captured the bird with little difficulty and 
placed it on the fence post whereupon it simply 
launched itself off the post, and with airspace 
under its wings it effortlessly flew away. 
Swifts, by the way, are the birds one sees riding 
high in the sky,the turbulence in front of an 
approaching storm. 

So let us return to the Birds of Prey, and tell of 
an incident involving a hawk in pursuit of its 
prey, in this case a flock of sparrows in a Tree 
Lucerne bush in our yard. I was first alerted to 
the action by the shrill war-cry of a couple of 
magpies hot in pursuit of a diving hawk, whose 
target, I soon found out, was the flock of 
sparrows. The hawk disregarded the pursuing 
magpies and slammed head first into the lucerne 
bush scattering the flock of sparrows 
everywhere. Whether he secured his meal I do 
not know, but “where did the sparrows go?” 
For some time afterwards one had only to look 
under the roof of an adjoining fowl house, and 
all the spaces between the corrugated iron sheets 
and the battons were loaded with crouching 
sparrows. 

One would not normally call the loveable 
Kookaburra a bird of prey but he can be quite a 
villain at times, such as the time a sparrow got 
inside one day. I caught it, and was aiming to 
release it outside, not even noticing the fat 
Kookaburra sitting on the woodheap. In fact, I 


_ was completely unaware of his presence. I 


simply threw the captive bird away, and to my 
surprise, the Kooka just rose into the air and 
cleanly took the sparrow as it flew past, just as 
clean as a whistle. The Kookaburra landed back 
on his perch with a beak full of sparrow. My 
thoughts were: If he can take a sparrow as 
cleanly as I had just witnessed, how many other 
little birds does he take? 


Then we look at the common magpie. He can 
also be a villain. I have on one occasion watched 
him rob a nest of young Fuscous Honeyeaters. 
The nest was in the tree top, so I just was not 
able to do anything to save the young birds. 
One just wonders how much of this nest robbing 
goes on amongst our birds. 

Then there are those two birds, Butchers by 
name and certainly Butchers by nature, the Grey 
and the Pied Butcher Bird, well equipped as they 
are with hooked bills as tools of trade. In this 
area we very seldom see the Pied, or as my 
father used to call them, the small Magpie, on 
account of their similar markings to the magpie. 
The Grey Butcher Bird is more common in our 
parts. In fact there are a pair that can often be 
heard calling from tall gums near our house. 

I do not know so much about the Pied but I have 
been told of the dastardly act of the Grey 
Butcher Bird, where it had captured a small bird, 
killed it and hung it in a small fork in a bush by 
its neck and proceeded to pluck the feathers from 
it. 

Of the ability of this bird to catch small birds I 
have no doubt, after watching an exhibition of 
its aerial agility on occasion of a visit to a 
friend’s place in Central Queensland recently. 
We arrived at her dwelling, a typical Queensland 
house build on high stumps with the car park 
and laundry underneath, the living rooms 
upstairs, and an open air balcony. After lunch 
the dinner scraps were gathered and we were 
invited out onto the balcony to watch the birds 
being fed. Waiting in the branches of a 
conveniently growing tree were several Grey 
Butcher Birds, evidently a regular occurrence. 
As our host began to toss the dinner scraps one 
by one into the air, the birds put on such a 
remarkable display of aerial ability that not one 
scrap reached the ground. As I watched, the 
thought occurred to me that these birds could 
quite easily take small birds in flight. 

Another nest robber is the Grey Shrike-thrush. 
This habit has been reported often. One report 
was published in Whirrakee, and told, together 
with illustrations, of a mother Yellow Robin 
fighting a marauding Thrush from robbing her 
nestlings. 

Another robber of nestlings is the Grey 


Currawong, which may often be seen making its 
furtive way along low growing thickets of 
Coffee Bush, which also happen to be a 
favourite nesting place of the Yellow-tufted 
Honeyeater. This bird, incidentally, used to be 
very common in the flowering Ironbarks, but 
sad to say, they are very rare in the area these 
days. 

At this moment a thought has occurred to me, 
and the query arises, do these nest robbing birds 
prey on each other, or is it always on the nests 
of smaller birds? 

Another thought that often occurs to me is the 
number of these Butchers and nest robbers that 
happen to be glorious songsters. Of all, I think, 
the Grey Butcher Bird is my favourite—his 
lovely, limpid song repeated several times over 
the space of a couple of minutes, in case you 
didn’t hear it first time; beautifully clear, albeit 
with a faint hint of opacity, to ensure a fullness 
of tone. 

The Pied Butcher Bird has a more clarion-like 
call, still beautiful, but a little like the magpie’s. 
Then, of course, there is the call of the magpie, 
well known all over the country. 

Then, there is the well loved and perhaps not so 
well known song of the Grey Thrush, probably 
the best songster of them all. Among the bird 
calls there is one that has led to its owner’s being 
dubbed “the Singer of the Dawn’. I refer to the 
Yellow Robin. I cannot recall ever having heard 
the call of this bird at dawn, but in my book “the 
Caller of the Dawn” is the Grey Thrush. 

When we lived at Maiden Gully, for some years 
a Grey Thrush, year after year, built its nest 
quite close to our bedroom window, and every 
morning we would be wakened at daylight by 
his beautiful song. Yes, he surely was our 
“Caller of the Dawn”’. 


Letter from the Victorian National Parks 
Association 
Author: Amanda Martin, Director 


You can help us save Victoria’s 
threatened natural environment 


As the Box-Ironbark campaign officer at the 
Victorian National Parks Association, Charlie 
Sherwin has dedicated the last six years to 
fighting for the recognition and conservation of 
the unique Box-Ironbark Woodlands of northern 
Victoria. Many of you would have already met 
Charlie and been motivated by his passion an 
enthusiasm for this invaluable ecosystem, or 
seen and heard some of his many reports which 
have made it into newspapers and on the radio. 


Thanks to the vital support of yourself and 
others like you, Charlie has been able to run a 
consistently strong campaign which has helped 
ensure the prominent place of the Box-Ironbark 
Woodlands on Victoria’s political and 
environmental agendas. 


You may not be aware that Charlie is just one of 
the many dedicated volunteers and staff at the 
VNPA whose campaign and areas of interest 
range from improving management practices in 
state and national parks to monitoring 
commercial development and privatisation in our 
parks to the protection of specific ecosystems 
such as the Alps, native grasslands and marine 
and coastal areas. The VNPA is also the peak 
~ conservation body for Victoria’s Fisheries act 
and houses the marine and Coastal Community 
Network and the Threatened Species network. 


The diversity helps give each specific campaign, 
such as Charlie’s work to protect Box-Ironbark 
Woodlands, the added strength of being part of a 
wider organisation with a strong base of 
members and supporters. 


If you decide to join the VNPA, your 
membership will directly support our fight for 
the preservation of Victoria’s precious 
ecosystem. 

By becoming a member of the VNPA, your 
name will be added to our list of supporters and 
give the VNPA a louder, more formidable voice 
when lobbying government and campaigning to 
protect our native environment. 
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How to join? y 
Please fill in this form and wf 
forward it with your subscription to: 


Victonan National Parks Association 
10 Parliament Place, East Melbourne 3002 
Telephone: (03) 9650 8296 ¢ Fax (03) 9654 6843 


Name: 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Telephone: (H) 


(B) ee ne arin 


Type of subscription: | 

Single Member: 40.00 
Concession Member: \ 25.00 
Pensioners, Full-time students, 

Unemployed, Juniors (under 17) 

Household Membership: 50.00 
Family at home 

Corporate Member: 60.00 
(Clubs, Societies, etc.) 

Journal Subscription: 25.00 
(Libraries, Schools, ete., not individuals) 

Optional: 

VNPA Lapel Badge 4.00 
VNPA Cloth Badge 5.00 
Donation: 


Always welcome. Over $2.00 tax deductible $ 

Total Enclosed $ 

Make cheques payable to VNPA 

Please charge my O) Bankcard QO) Mastercard O Visacard 


No: 


Expiry date: Signed: 


By joining the VNPA, youare supporting 
these and many other initiatives to 
protect Victoria’s natural heritage. Our 
greatest asset is our members. Time or 
circumstances may not allow you to be 
as active as you would like. By being a 
member of the VNPA or making a tax 
deductible donation, you can still 
support an organisation committed to 
caring for our environment. 


Members are encouraged to volunteer 
their skills and expertise to assist in the 
office, or on special projects and 
committees. 
Age (optional) 
Under 25 
26-35 

36-45 

46-55 

56-65 

Over 65 


OOOU00 


How did you hear about the VNPA? 


What activities are you interested in? 


Milkmaids Burchardia umbellata 
(Photographer Ian Flecknoe-Brown) 

The Milkmaids have been wonderful this year. 
When a primary school pupil asked me about the 
name, I answered that this referred to the slight 
pink blush of the blossom. Not that a primary 
school pupil can make much of this answert.... 
but is this the only explanation for the name? 
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Letter from Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Cranbourne 

Author: 
Cranbourne Gardens 


Dear Sir or Madam 


As you may be aware, the Minister for Planning 
recently announced his decision regarding the 
proposed Cranbourne East West Road Link. 
The decision, which rejected all options, was a 
tremendous outcome for the Gardens and 
rightfully recognised the important conservation, 
landscape and amenity values put at risk by the 
proposal. 


Your support in convincing Government of the 
need to protect the Gardens from the proposed 
road was greatly appreciated and undoubtedly 
assisted in achieving the preferred outcome. 
Please pass on my appreciation to your 
members. 


The Gardens is at an exciting stage in its 
establishment and we can proceed with 
confidence knowing that the road proposal has 
been put to rest. 


I thank you for your efforts and look forward to 
your ongoing relationship with the Gardens. 


This butterfly is not a Painted Lady. It is the 
Meadow Argus, Junonia villida and it seen here 
feeding on Yarrow. It feeds on other introduced 
plants like plantains but also on Goodenia spp. 


Andrew Grant, Divisional Director, 


Continued from inside front cover... 


At the back of the hind wings are four small 
black spots, of which three have blue centres, 
and look like tiny eyes -- possibly a device for 
fooling predators into thinking that they have 
been spotted (in the other sense), or thinking that 
the back of the butterfly is really the front. How 
effective this is has not been tested as far as I 
know. When the wings are folded, the 
underwing colours areseen to be broken into a 
camouflage pattern. 


Painted Ladies are partly migratory, and the 
huge numbers currently present may have 
migrated here. However, it is possble that they 
are locals, because some of their host plants 
grow locally— daisies, especially everlastings 
and Cape Weed. 


If you walk through the bush in October- 
November, you will see the Painted Ladies 
feeding on the everlastings, which flower 
beautifully and profusely here. Similarly in the 
paddocks and lawns, they are feeding on cape 
weed. They are probably responsible for much 
of the pollination of these plants—and so, in a 
way, they are farming the plants that their larvae 
feed on. 


In local gardens, the plants that seem to attract 
them most are a pink-flowering WA Pimelea and 
a mauve mint-bush species. 


The origin of the name ‘Painted Lady'? I have 
no idea. It is a widespread name for members of 
the genus Vanessa, and ante-dates Eurpoean 
settlement in Australia. 


I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE BENDIGO NATIONAL PARK GROUP 


INANE Renetetentrartn oh ieee een ee eee Membership: 

ACT eSS 3m me neree te teen Pe eaten ds $10.00 family/individual 

Postcode.........cccseeee Phones aan ae anes Bluse 2 See Donation. 

What I:can dO) to: Assistive, fretesss cies vsctsi ante  i ce fe CS. os Re Se te eee SRE peel 


TOT GA Ts Sessesses csees tcc eeese eee eea eee ee eee eesenseceesanersccscnecccescessccsccecserenscecnscccctsccncscsasesacse neces sosesanscseeceneocneus seeneceneccesebeabsacscneessscccesecardcdsesccacee 


For further information please contact Graeme Reed on 54 397264 


I support the campaign to have the public land in the City of Greater Bendigo reserved as a National Park. 


PLEASE SEND TO BENDIGO NATIONAL PARK GROUP, PO AXEDALE, 3551 


I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE BENDIGO NATIONAL PARK GROUP 


Name eaten ee te en cee ae Membership: 

FACCIESS ee.cneret tees ene coe cra oe er NN $10.00 family/individual 
rintectrttcattoststtscssttsnstersessenttet ere titer Mtreeeee Plus.....................-Donation. 

Postcodest.sessssnen PHONG fa et ent 

What TiCam| dO tO ASSISt. ererescorssescasesescteccensvsqceoratecessestite ts cifliassclo titties eee ne 


eee tet t Ooo etn On Att tet eee eee meee een sa sas ccesceewecccecesasscneeecseeesenscesenscaccceasebsnsseaccnnsensssescnascaccscasanscnsecesccsaceseccccccccccecescces cocvccevenccee 


For further information please contact Graeme Reed on 54397264 


I support the campaign to have the public land in the City of Greater Bendigo reserved as a National Park. 
PLEASE SEND TO BENDIGO NATIONAL PARK GROUP, PO AXEDALE, 3551 


I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE BENDIGO NATIONAL PARK GROUP 


NAMIC. : :c.it.tectissageecerstersetteertetoettcreir eee Membership: 

AGOTeSS testeestass terse ttenrittl siete erotic $10.00 family/individual 

Srenptinirorpas hatte trromrreneenrencmarh ns PIUS.......++0+000000000++-Donation. 

POStCOUG Sr. ssccsseiieiests Phone seeereesstetenettr: 

phat lca! dO) to ASSISts=: sca, estas ere petatinsss eae ete SPOUT, fos ces.sentscpronysiiseesoessseestieshe topastettiosstatiootstesscteciuuteaslers: 


een ee ett t et tot ote Ne OC eee ee eee ee nett esas esecscesccec secon cs escce ese sence cess cette tse een ethene sane ee snes eeen es seess eeaeccncececasccccceeseccccccccccccsoocccce 


For further information please contact Graeme Reed on 54 397264 

I support the campaign to have the public land in the City of Greater Bendigo reserved as a National Park. 
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Signed......... ' sssvsersonssesstvecascessecdeseasensenseseeszeess . Daten tsetse. 


PLEASE SEND TO BENDIGO NATIONAL PARK GROUP, PO AXEDALE, 3551 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 

9 December Christmas Dinner 

This is an annual event to which everybody can 
make a contribution by bringing along a plate of 
something. You also need to bring along your 
own drink, cutlery and crockery. 


Meet at 6:30pm for a 7.00pm start. 


December Excursion 


Date: Sunday 13 December 


Jack Ipsen’s place “Lyal Glen” 
Lake Eppalock — Redesdale Road 


Location: 


Meeting Place: Please go directly to 
“Lyal Glen” as per directions below, arriving as 
you like from 10.00am onwards. 


***T)O NOT MEET at Golden Square 


Directions: 
Strathfieldsaye Road to Lake Eppalock Kiosk. 
Turn south, passing Brolga Hotel and Twin 
Rivers Road. 
Pass Kelly’s Road on the right (west) 
“Lyal Glen” is just one kilometre further on, at 
the corner of Margans Lane and the main road. 
Distance: about 36 km 

Please bring: 
Morning Tea (if coming at 10.00am) 
Lunch (not barbeque if total fire ban) 
Afternoon Tea 
Bathers (water is a bit black) 
Binoculars 
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Bird Observers Group 


Friday, December 4, 7.30pm 

David Baker-Gabb from ‘Birds Australia’ will 
speak about Gluepot Station, a new conservation 
area which was purchased recently by the 
organisation. 


Excursions 


December 6: Bendigo Sewage Farm. Meet 
9.30am corner Wallenjoe and Eaglehawk Epsom 
Roads. 

This excursion is designed to improve your bird 
identification skills with the aim of contributing 
to the new Atlas of Australia Birds. 


The Annual Hall Cleaning will be on 
Saturday 12 December 
9am till 12noon 


Please come and help clean the hall and enjoy 
each other’s company. 


—— 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


